CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
Weekly themes:  Me and my classroom. First week in my new school.          Wk.1          25/08/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
- Organize  group games and activities; These activities create opportunities to share, take turns and promote a positive social behaviour; (CIRCLE TIME, CONSTRUCTION WORK, FREE PLAY, RULE PLAY or DRESS UP FUN). 
-Start our daily Circle Time that gives children the opportunity to meet and get to know each other ;

-Share the News at the Circle;

-Invite children to do some exercises and dancing activities;

-Show them how to play in dress up corner;

-Plan activities that encourage personal hygiene
(make a poster, do some Practical Life Activities,
show how to wash hands, 
teach songs and  rhymes that promotes personal hygiene…etc)


	
-Start Children’s Birthday Chart; ask if they could bring in their photos and family 
pictures; Display them on Someone Special Wall; 

-Make with children their Table Mats
(Children design own mats and use those during meal/snack time);

-Starting our own Scrapbooks ( collect each child’s photos, pictures and funny quotes..) , and Art Folders; Everyone decorates own folder;

-Starting our own Project Books (for writing, tracing and drawing activities);

-Plan some activities in various interest areas (a pretend play area, a messy corner, a construction area, a book corner…), use pictures to label the areas for children.

-Draw with children ,,Welcome’’ signs in the children’s home languages; then display these on the door.   
	
- Children will be invited to join the daily Circle Time. The new songs will be introduced that promotes social values: ”Hello and how are you today?” ,”My name is X.”.. etc. Introduce yourself;

-Explain children the daily routine, what happens through the day; 
explain social rules; 

-Story Time; read a book about starting a new school, meeting new friends…

-News Time; let the children share their news; you could use a children’s microphone to teach them that we need to take turns and we shouldn’t talk over someone;

-Point attention on   the phonetic alphabet, that is displayed on the wall;
	
-Provide space, materials and time for children to play together and discover different  thematic Corners in their new class:
-Art Corner;
-Science Corner;
-Drinking Station;
-Educational Area;
-Nature and Exploration Area;
-Book Corner;
-Home Corner;

-Show the classroom  and  explain the rules of playing together ;

-provide the freedom of choice during activities such as: Massy Play, Play dough, Construction Work, Sand Play…



























CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
Weekly themes:  My new Classroom- the place where I meet my friends.         Wk.2   01/09/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
- Starting our Travelling Book;
- Use Rota (everyone in a group gets a chance to do things; it teaches children how to be responsible for various tasks):
-handing out snacks, tidying up the book corner, being first to go outside, being a helper of the day, being a star of the week…)

- Music activities;
You could make/ use instruments made out of recyclable waste materials; 
(Homemade shakers -plastic bottles containing coloured rice, bells, grains…);

-Exercises ;

-Cooking activities; make a fruit salad; it promotes healthy life style;

-Dancing activities and dress up fun;

-Sand play/Playing with water;
-Messy play (use a Treasure Box) and different grains;

-Play dough;

-Outdoor play;

	
-Talking all about rules in our classroom; How to make friends?

-Making a poster showing children who are sharing with each other, taking turns, being polite, working co- operatively, helping others…
These posters will be displayed on the wall at child’s eye level.

-Children are invited to join group Music Activities;

-Organize a role pretending play such as: being a hairdresser, doctor, teacher..
Play Let’s pretend ( animals, different characters);

-Starting our Nature Corner; ask the children to collect some natural items to our corner. It helps children to develop a sense of place and a responsibility to care for that place.
Plan planting activities and explain that each child will be responsible for own plant;
	
-Our daily Circle Time
(Calendar, songs and rhymes); 
talk about friendship; learn songs or rhymes about friendship; show posters and pictures promoting social skills- such as sharing, taking turns, being polite, team work…then display these materials on the wall;

-Story Time (for example “Penguin goes to playschool”…);

-News Time (sharing their experiences, thoughts, ideas);

-Practice days of the week (song, use flashcards); 


	
-Playing game „I spy..”;

-Offer children open – ended toys and items;
make a Treasure Box full of natural things to play with; 
It develops child’s senses throughout  sensorial play and his imagination; 
(use  fabrics, feathers, bells..);

-Display some National Geographic magazines;

-Ask children if they know: What is a science?
Display some old keyboards, laptops, phones, calculators, scales… in Science and Exploration Area; Point children’s attention on these items; 





























CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
Weekly themes:  People Special to Me. My Family.                                         Wk.3        08/09/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
- Starting our “Someone Special Wall” (ask parents and children to bring in some family photographs);
-Make Family books with children;
-Relaxation time; introduce children to relaxation strategies, listen to a piece of music; 

Listen to the different type of music;

-Music activities;

-Movement games
(Musical statues, Dancing chairs…);

-Exercises;

- Obstacle course;

-Cooking activities;

-Dancing activities and dress up fun;

-Sand play;

	
-Cultural Diversity 
(posters and photos of various cultures displayed on the walls); 

- Draw a picture of your family;
help the child to write names of people who she/he has pictured; display drawings on the wall; 

-Create a Family Tree with children’s family photos;

-Make “All about Me” posters and profiles;  use photos, drawings of their families, homes, pets, favorite toys, activities and talk about those.

-Make a child’s hand/ foot print and display it;
	
-Circle Time and Story Time (Guess how much I love you), sing songs about family;

-Sing Spanish song La Familia; ( you could introduce the word mother and father in different languages); 

 -Circle Time:  
explore with children what make them special – help them to create their own characteristics; 
ask what makes them different from their siblings and peers;
discus children’s individual strengths and interests (sports, animals, singing…);

-Story Time: use a range of books that reflects different human abilities, family types;










	
-Display posters and use flashcards that shows family histories (showing toys their grandparents played with, clothes their parents wore, music their parents listened to);

-Draws children’s attention to the passing of time- for example- compering photos of themselves as babies, toddlers, or playing with objects such as old phone, kettles, radios and typewriters;
(display a poster showing different stages of humans life);

-Make experiments with printing: 
use kitchen gadgets –such as ice block trays, whiskers, containers; do some printings with
recyclable waste materials;
display children’s artworks and discus how to reuse old items; tell them about recycling process;   


Take photos of children taking part in music-making, creative activities, dance, drama, pretend play…and share these with children and their families.  
-The children develop their sense of group identity that links with their family and community; Organize activities showing children as part of wider community (walk with children to the nearest park or visit places in their community; take photos which could be displayed on the Community Wall). Parents could be invited to participate in different activities;

-Display books, folders and posters that represent a variety of family types, homes, and cultural diversity. Listen to culturally appropriate music from different cultures. The children could teach their peers simple words in the language of their home country;





















CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
Weekly themes: “Over the mountains, through the trees, travel the world and seven seas”.
Wk.4     15/09/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Messy Play  and relaxation time: 
-use shells, stones, wooden sticks, recyclable waste materials, containers, spoons, grains…etc;
listen to relaxing music at the same time;
the children will love these combined activities;

- Play dough- Small World Play:
In this group activity plastic animals and some natural items could be used; 
-the children could create a jungle, a forest or underwater world; 
-some photos and pictures of natural environment could inspire children during play time;
It broadens children’s curiosity, imagination and knowledge about the world we live in;

-Listen to different type of music, natural sound, and birds singing.

-Exercises and obstacle course;

-Dancing activities and dress up fun;  before this activity you could show children pictures of various clothes wear all around the world; 

-Relaxation Time:
Make a comfortable space with cushions and blankets. Play a quiet , relaxing music in the backgrounds;
-Fruit animals: 
-It will be fun and creative but also fill your children’s tummies with healthy food;  
-Make an insect and use three big bits of fruit to create a head, an abdomen and a thorax (you’ll probably need fruit for legs too!)

	
- Organize outings:
-walk to the local park, try to observe our surrounding; 
feed the birds or ducks; give children the opportunity to splash in puddles in their wellies. Take photos and draw a map of your trip. Then make a poster and encourage them to talk about these experiences. 

-Visit the local farm and let the children to feed animals. On the end of your trip encourage them to share their experiences. 
Ask if children could draw what they have seen during their trip.  



	
-Circle Time
(introduce the new song about Continents; show the Montessori globe and map of the world);

-Story Time (read books about Volcanoes, Nature –showing the world of plants and animals;
“Walking through the jungle”, “The very hungry caterpillar”..)

-Sing an action song:
“Over the mountains, through the trees, travel the world and seven seas”..

-Drawing:
What do you see on your way to crèche? 

-Flash cards and pictures (animals, plants);

-Ask children about places where they have spent their holidays;
record children’s destinations on the globe or map;
ask what modes of transport they used;
make a poster;

-Start simple counting games (count objects, beads, drawing children’s attention to numbers) ;

-Introduce the sound “a” (“a- is for an apple”);
Use sandpaper materials;
	
 - Messy Play ( play with natural objects such as sand, stones, leaves, acorns, pine cones, seashells; provide opportunities to explore and make discoveries – using everyday objects like jar lids, corks, strong cardboard tubes and boxes, etc.. 

-Sand and Water Play;
(let them discover the texture of sand and specific of liquid substances); use containers, spoons and bottles for pouring and transferring);
 
- Science experiment: making Volcanoes; read educational books about Volcanoes and show pictures and photos);

-Show how to read the maps and help them to create their own maps of indoor and outdoor areas;


                                                      









                                                       CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
Weekly themes:  My Community- my place.                                                            Wk.5   22/09/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Introduce games with rules, show how to play board and card games.
 
-Show how to use some Montessori Materials; teach rules and routines;

-Organize the play time; give the choice that creates opportunities for children to share and take turns; Encourage children to use strategies like asking for a turn, or drawing up a waiting list and encourage children to tick themselves off the list as they take their turn;
(rule pretending games: shopping, going to the library, hairdressers, travelling by bus, post office, school…);

-Relaxation time; 
 give children pillows and blankets, put some quiet music on;
-Dress up fun;
Put the music on and invite children to join in the activity; 
they will be playing together and co-operating at play time; it develops their social
 skills;
	
-Invite parents to come and participate in activities (they could talk about the work they do; maybe there is someone who works in the local post office, bank or shop…);

-Visit places in the local community, take photos and discuss children’s experiences and perceptions;
Make a poster;

-Invite the policeman
(a nurse, postman...) Encourage children to ask visitors some questions. Take photos and discuss with children about their experiences;
 -Display photographs of visits by members of the local community;    

-Walk to the local Library or the Art Gallery;
 -Work on projects such as “Our Community”- involving where to go and what to do;
make maps and posters of the local area; make a “Community Wall”;
	
-Make a poster with different jobs that are important in our community;

-Use Flash Cards (different professions);

-Circle time- Provide children with choices:
-What would you like to do this morning?
-What story will we read?
Invite the children to vote or to reach a consensus; teach them social rules.

-Arts and Crafts: ask them to design their own postcard from Dublin;
-Teach children how to write their names
 ( tracing and writing activities); 

-Counting games;

-Sounds from the phonetic alphabet;

-Drawing activities;
Display children’s pictures on the wall;
(write a description using a children’s own words);
	
-Talk about important people in our community (Gardaí,
fireman,  postman, dentist…)
-Display pictures and photos with them; 

-Educational Activities
(use materials and resources that reflect family and local cultures).

 -Science experiments: salt/ sugar melting and making crystals;

-Organize play time in science corner; use old keyboards, calculators, old phones, kettles, magnifying glasses,.. etc;

-Use children’s photos and pictures to make a poster about our community;





CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
 Weekly themes:  Autumn is here.                                                                            Wk.6    29/09/2014
	Well - Being

	Identity and Belonging
	Communicating
	Exploring and Thinking

	-Music/dancing activities:
-Dance together to the different music and sounds of nature;
-You could use colourful scarves and musical instruments during this activity;
-Let’s pretend- group activity: 
‘Squirrels collecting their nuts’:
1.Draw nuts of different sizes on a sheet of paper;
2.Decorate children’s nuts with grains – such as rice, beans, lentils…etc;
3.Spread them all around the classroom;
4.Ask children to collect their nuts;
-Messy play:
-Use natural items- such as stones, autumn leaves, pine cones, sand or play dough; the children could create hedgehogs-using wooden sticks and playdough;
-Relaxation time:  
-Listen to the sounds of nature ( raindrops, running water, birds singing…etc);
-Ask children to close their eyes and imagine that raindrops falling to the ground, drip-drop into puddles;
-You could use blankets and pillows during this activity;
	-Outdoor play/ Nature Walk:
- Observe the trees, the weather, the clothes worn by people during autumn time;
-Collect some Autumn’s Treasures and use them at messy play/ or display in Nature Corner;
-Take children’s photos during this activity and  display them after;
-Make a fruit printing:
-use apples, pears and different autumn fruit to make their printings;(Display children’s artwork showing their names and dates);
-Food tasting-(promotes healthy eating habits):
-Show how to wash hands before the snack or meal time;
-Prepare a fruit tasting, try to eat with children some apples, pears, plums…etc;
-Planting:
-Plant some beans or pumpkin seeds;
-Let the children play with the soil; (they could pour and transfer the soil into different containers);

	-Circle time:
-Practice autumn poems and nursery rhymes – for example:
“Red squirrel, red squirrel swish your bushy tail, swish your bushy tail. 
Wink up your funny nose, put the nut between your toes
Red squirrel, red squirrel swish your bushy tail.”
“All the rain is falling down. Falling, falling to the ground.
The wind goes swish right through the air.
And blows the rain round everywhere.”
-Discuss  the clothes the children wear during autumn time;
-Use flash cards showing autumn clothes and fruit that are collected during autumn time;




	-Experience:
-Decorate the room together with the children using pictures and objects related to autumn time;
-Discover:
-Draws children’s attention to the weather; Look through the window and ask questions:
-What is happening outside?
-What is making the puddle?
-Listen to the sounds of nature;
-Outdoor play:
- Draws children’s attention to the rain and the wind; 
-Display autumn treasures at the Nature and Exploration Corner-such as leaves, wooden sticks, chestnut…; use pictures of animals (squirrels, hedgehogs) in thematic corner;
-Children could use magnifying glasses to examine leaves; you could compare these with educational materials- such as Montessori jigsaw, books…
-Discovery: Did you realize that all these leaves have different shapes? Compare shapes and explain that they belong to different family groups, each with its own name;
Make an experiment with rubbing; Place different leaves under paper and use crayons to rub it over the paper; soon leaves with all details will appear;
  

















CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
Weekly themes:  Europe.                                                                                        Wk. 7             06/10/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Listen to the music from different parts of Europe;
Let’s get creative- children make their own music- using musical instruments, instruments made out of recyclable waste materials;

-Dancing activities;
(show children different types of dance and folklore,
- outfits that are worn in different cultures);

-Ask children if they would like to share some knowledge about the country of their origin.

-Cooking activities/ Baking Activities
(prepare some traditional food);
Helps the children to find and follow recipes in cookery book.
(It could be Italian pizza- all love this kind of food);

-Out door;

-Exercises and Obstacle Course ; 
-Parachute games;


	
-Display posters of different countries showing people, places, animals, and views- as a starting point for discussion.
If there are any children from different European countries, ask them to share their experiences and knowledge about their country of origin;

-Display country presentations on the Cultural Diversity Wall (check before which Nationalities you have in your classroom).

-Make international flags with children;

-Mark on the map- places where classroom children were born.
	
-Circle time- ask the children about traveling, and their holidays. They could bring in some photos and tickets from holidays, and share their experiences from abroad. 

-Story Time (read different stories and show how to use school atlas);

-Open- ended questions:
If you could travel where would you like to go?

-Invite children to teach their peers worlds in the language of their home country (write and display key words and phrases).

-Say “hello“ in many different European languages. Make a poster and display it;

- Spanish song  ” La Familia” or any European language.


	
- Create with children „Small World Area”
(use natural items);

-Discover Europe on the map and Montessori globe;

-Display posters and educational materials that show:
- people who live in Europe,
-animals that you can find on European continent,
-flags, 
-maps,.. 

-Play time:
Let’s go shopping (provide play money in the fruit and vegetable shop; help the children to make a price list);work with the children to fill , pay  for, and deliver orders for their customers.
Travel by plane, bus, car…etc


                                                        CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
Weekly themes:  Safety on the road.                                                                     Wk. 8             13/10/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Let’ s pretend- traffic lights; develop understanding through play;

-You could practice crossing the road in the playground or garden;  use signs Stop and Go;

-Organize rule play on the car mat; use cars, people, animals during play time; make traffic lights out of lollipop sticks;

-Use green and red playdough;




	
-Outing/small walk:
-Find safe places and practice with children crossing the roads;
-Remind rules and repeat them few times;
-Parents could be involved in this activity;

-A policeman could be invited for a talk about safety on the road; 

-Make a poster during group work and display it;

	
-Discuss with children safety on the road; Use flashcards and pictures related to the main topic; Explain the danger on the street; 
Teach the stages of crossing the road          (holding parents’ hands, stopping, looking, listening);

-Sing an action song “This is the way we cross the road”, “Wheels on the bus “…

-Practice phonetic sounds ( r -for red, g- for green);


	
 -Display pictures and photos related to the main topic;

-Play I spy (something red, green) to memorize colours of traffic lights; 
Use coloured tablets and flash cards during this activity;




All resources could be ordered from Road Safety Authority; www.rsa.ie









CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
Weekly themes:  I grow strong and healthy.                                                         Wk. 9        20/10/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Circle time: Healthy life style and healthy food keeps your body growing healthy.
Discusses food choices, where it comes from, how it is prepared, and how it is cooked and eaten, encouraging children to take part in cooking and food preparation as appropriate.

-Cooking activity:
Make your own sandwich- healthy option.

-Exercises ( as a part of daily routine to help build children’s fitness);

 -Practical life activities: washing hands, wiping nose 

-Outdoor games;

-Play dough;


	
-Nurtures children’s sense of empathy, makes a postcard for children from Children’s Hospital.

-Story Time and Circle Time (helps children become aware of children in their age who stay at the hospital);
Reads books about people of different appearances and abilities (including those with special needs), people who wear glasses or hearing ads, people who use wheelchairs.

-Invites a nurse or dentist nurse for a talk.
	
-Role pretending games (for example: writing prescriptions at the doctor’s, playing hospital, …);

-Discuss: How to look after our health (tooth brushing, good diet, healthy habits);
Teach children new songs that promote healthy life style:
“I brush them in the morning..”, “Peach and cherry..”, This is the way I wash my hands..”

- Sing head and shoulders song; point on all parts of body;
-Play “Simon  says”-name different parts of the body;

-Explain children that fruit and vegetable are good for their bodies;

-Play counting games;

-Use flash cards –showing fruit and vegetables;

-Practice sounds from the phonetic alphabet;
	
-Plans quiet times and sets up a space for thinking and reflecting; invites them to listen to a piece of music;

-Healthy food tasting
( apple, banana, grapes..) and talk about benefits of healthy eating;

-Displays the food pyramid;

-Display a poster of parts of the body;



· Stephanie Turnbull, Your  body, Usborne books.
· Stephanie Turnbull, Why do we eat? Usborne books.
· The Usborne Little Book of the Human Body.

CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
Weekly themes:  Halloween.                                                                                     Wk. 10  27/10/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Treat or Trick walk;

-Dancing activities;

 -Dress up fun and rule pretending games;

-Relaxation Time;

-Outdoor activities;

-Cooking activities: Helps the children to find and follow recipes in cookery book.
(rocky road, or pumpkin cake…);

-Halloween party;

















	
-Plan small group co-operative games and activities –such as floor jigsaw with animals, building blocks and lego, playing with animals, doing creative group projects ( in  the deep forest, walking through the jungle, climbing in the mountains…) 

-Fancy Ball Party           ( invite children and make a face painting);

-Arts and Crafts:
Children design their own masks for party and parade. 

-Encourage children to play imaginatively with creative materials to solve problems and come up with new ideas on how to manipulate materials. 
(recyclable waste materials, natural items, animals…); it’s great for mastering social skills;
	
-Story time: read the book about life of nocturnal animals
(bats, owls, hedgehogs..)

-Music Activities: provide materials and make musical instruments from “junk,, materials.
Encourage children to use these to make music imitating nocturnal animals.

-Explore the characteristics of nocturnal animals;
Use photos and flash cards. Ask if they noticed any similarities or differences (colour, size…) ;

-Play ‘’I spy…’’

-Counting games;

-Practice sounds  from the phonetic alphabet;
Use Sandpaper Letters  or trays with sand for tracing;
	
-Planting pumpkins in our Gardening Area;
Start to watch and record changes to a plant. Help children to explore growth and change, sequencing the main stages through photographs.  

-Educational Activities: 
· Learning about bats, owls and hedgehogs- 
Usborne books;
· DVD- Time: show the children programme about life of nocturnal animals.
· Drawing activities. Ask if children could draw their favorite nocturnal animals:
Display their pictures on Wall “I am so artistic”.








CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
Weekly themes:  Story telling                                                                                   Wk.11        03/11/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Dancing activities/Dress up fun/Role play; 
Children could use their imagination and pretend different characters;

-Relaxation time; children could listen to the stories and quiet music; pillows and blankets could be used;

-Exercises (follow instructions, children show poses that the rest of class copies);

-Outdoor activities;

-Practical Life Activities that promote personal hygiene:
Models and encourages exercising, taking care of teeth, washing hands, using tissues to clean their noses.



	
-Arts and Crafts:
Design own puppet;
(children will show own creativity, personality and preferences at the process of creation).
Children will use their  imagination to present their favorite stories and characters; 

-Encourages children to bring their favorite stories in, reads those at the story time;

-Invites children to create their own story/ books-that they could bring home and continue  with their parents;

-Send  the ‘’Travelling Book’’ home everyday; ask children what they created at the circle time;

	
-Encourage children to speak and listen to others in a group
(passes round a pretend microphone giving each child an opportunity to say something , as well as hearing what others have to say);

-Help children to be story – tellers  start a story and encourages the children to continue it).
Uses pictures and photos at the story time.

-Puppet play and Shadow play ;

-Circle Time, songs, poems, rhymes;

-Story Time;

-Counting games;
	
-Asks open- ended questions and makes statements to encourage children to think aloud, wonder and explore possibilities, for example:
-I wonder are fairies real?
-How do airplanes stay up in the sky?
-I wonder what Santa does in the summer?...



-Science experiment:
Floating and sinking experiments ( make a boat out of paper or bark);








CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
Weekly themes:  Antarctica.                                                                                      Wk. 12   10/11/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Relaxation time:
Listens to the music and sounds from the natural environment- such as – sound of rain, animals sounds, birds singing.

-Cooking activity:
Bake a cake, decorate it with white marshmallows;

-Exercises ( as a part of daily routine to help build children’s fitness);

-Outdoor;

-Sand play (pouring, transferring);

-Messy play- use rice and grains that imitates snow; use  these animals that live in Antarctic Sea;

-Use white play dough to make snow balls; use various tools for cutting and forming balls;

-Construction work:
(lego, snowflakes, connectors...);

	
-Each child could make a shower cap that will be used outside, during rain time;
(attach the material to the jar with an elastic band); children need to decorate their rain catchers and write own names on them; then you need to wait for a rainy day and catch some rain; then children could compare how much water they caught;  
Display all collection in nature corner;

-Plan small world  games related to main topic; make a winter scene and use animals during play time;

-Make a group poster, using various recyclable materials imitating snow; 

-Arts and Crafts:
Invite children to design their own winter hats and glows;
use wool and natural materials; display artwork made by children on the wall;    

	
 -Circle time:
-sings Continents song; - show Antarctica on the map and Montessori globe;
-show books and posters with icebergs, penguins, seals, humpback whales.

-Counting games- count animals that live in Antarctica;

-Play with flash cards;
 
	
-Extends children’s knowledge about their world (ask children and
their parents  if they could collect natural materials – such as shells, leaves, stones, flowers, etc). Then helps the children to sort and organize treasures that were found. 

-Scenes experiment:
Freezing the water and ice melting; some flowers and plants could be used during this experiment;

-Educational activities:
Show an educational dvd about Antarctica; 

-Discover Antarctica on the map and Montessori globe;

-Display posters and educational materials that show:
-animals that live in Antarctica, different creatures live in the sea around Antarctica;



Lucy Bowman, Antarctica, Usborne books;
The Blue Planet.   A natural history of the Oceans. BBC Earth

                           
                       CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
Weekly themes:  “The winter wind blows”/ The North Pole                            Wk.13        17/11/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Relaxation time/Arts:
Listen to the music and sounds from the natural environment; use those activity as a beginning of the art process; 
 Your children could paint winter landscape with toothpaste. 
They could use rice, cotton wool, white feathers to decorate their artwork.

-Dancing activities and music playing; Let’s pretend that we are snowflakes, build a snowman, make an igloo, throw a snowball…
 
-Cooking activity(iced mango yogurt);

-Exercises ( as a part of daily routine to help build children’s fitness);

-Outdoor;
	
-Drawing activity: 
Children create their winter pictures; use some rice, cotton wool, kitchen foil during work time;
Make an igloo;
Display children’s pictures on the wall and encourage discussion about their work;
 
-Walk to the nearest park and observe changes in nature; children may collect some natural items that could be used during play time or Arts;

-All collected cones, nuts, stones could be white painted; the winter scenery could be built in the small world area; 
-You could feed some birds with grains or build a bird feeder together;




	
-Story Time; 

-Circle time: 
Explain children what the winter means; tells about the weather changes, use a weather chart during educational activities;
Sing action songs about “Snowflakes”, “The winter wind blows”,…

-Flash cards, photos, posters:
Recognize plants and animals related to current season of the year; name these animals and practice their names every day; 

-Tracing and writing activities; You could introduce a new phonetic sound
( ‘’i for igloo’’); children could trace a picture of glow, hat or snowman;

-Cutting activities:
 let’s find some letters ‘’i’’ in old magazines;


-Use flash cards and sand paper materials;


	
-Scenes experiment: make a flower or rice ice bowl;

-Educational activities:
Dvd helping to discover more about the Arctic, including its wildlife, climate, people.
-Discover The Arctic on the maps and Montessori globe;

-Display posters and educational materials that help to discover: native people in their everyday life, animals that live in The North Pole, climate.

-Water play: let the children to do some experiments with water: filling, empting containers or plastic bottles, pouring water into waterwheels and watching them turn.
You could add some ice cubes and observe how they melt; 


www. Usborne-quicklinks.com

                               CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
Weekly themes:  What happens to animals in the winter time?                      Wk. 14          24/11/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Relaxation time:
,,Let’s pretend that we hibernate,,
Listen to quiet music and sounds of nature;

-Dancing activities and music playing; 

-Cooking activity 
( Why the squirrels collect nuts? Cooking with Mrs. Squirrel (flapjacks);

-Exercises ;

-Outdoor; 
Let’s practice how to put our coats and boots on;(Practical Life Activities);

-Sand and water play;
You could add some soap, sponges, plastic animals, containers for transferring and pouring water / sand;

-Messy play; use natural items collected on the tip to the park;

	
-Use children’s drawings and early writings to create their own books about animals that hibernate;

-Travelling Book sand daily home;

-Choose the ‘’Helper of the day’’ every day and ‘’Star of the Week’’ on the end of the week.
Display pictures with helpers on the wall that everyone knows whose turn it is.

- Circle time:
ask children if they could find some photos or pictures at home( showing animals that hibernate); 
show all pictures which were found by children and talk about animals; 
	
-Story Time: ,,Brown Bear what do you see?” (colours, names of animals) , “Let’s go home little bear”;

-Circle time: Why animals hibernate?
Which animals sleep through the winter? 

-Introduce action songs and rhymes about animals:
‘’Red squirrel’’, “Brown Bear turn around..”

-Drawing activities (squirrels, bears, badgers, hedgehogs);

-Flash cards (animals);
Ask children if they could describe these animals (use pictures and plastic animals too);

-Counting games;

-Phonetic sounds;



 
	
-Educational activities:
How birdfeeder works?
Design and construct your own birdfeeder which you could use in the garden. 

-Display posters and photos with animals that hibernate;

-Discover birds that fly away to warm countries during winter time; You could even watch educational dvd-related to the main topic;  

-Use National Geographic magazines-display those in the Nature and Exploration Corner;


 



Martin Waddell, Barbara Firth, Let’s go home little bear.



                               CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
Weekly themes:  Night Sky.                                                                                       Wk.15            01/12/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Dancing activities and music playing; Sing and play “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” on Montessori bells or a xylophone; 

-Relaxation time:
Listen to the music and sounds from the natural environment; use pillows and blankets during this activity;

-Cooking activity; make a star cake with children, let them to decorate it;

-Exercises;

-Messy play- use colored jellies during this activity; add some animals, spoons…etc;

-Play dough; you could add some wooden sticks, pebbles, grains during this activity;



	
-Arts and Crafts:
create owls family;  
use some natural items – such as pebbles, bark, twigs;
display their artworks that all visitors could see the results of children’s work;

-Talk about children’s daily routine (what they do in the morning, in the afternoon, and in the evening time);use flashcards;

-Draw the night sky 
(use black or navy paper and white chalks); write what children have created;
	
-Story Time:
Nocturnal animals by Usborne;

-Circle time:
talk about stars and Moon; show educational photos and pictures; let them describe what they see;

-Teach children Spanish(or different) names for star and Moon;

-Practice sounds from the phonetic alphabet:
‘’s is for a star’’..

-Discussion:
Ask children
why we need to sleep?

-Counting games;
	
-Make some experiments with paper dyeing; 
Use eye droppers to drop spots of colour onto the paper; dip a piece of folded paper or fabric into paints…

-Display a poster with nocturnal animals; ask if children remember their names; 

-Show children how to use a telescope; draw children’s attention to magnifying glasses, binoculars.. 


I Wonder What’s Out There. A vision of the Universe for Primary Classes, Joanne DeFilipp Alex with Aline D.Wolf



                             

                                                       CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
Weekly themes:  What ‘s the time Mr. Wolf?	 Wk.16           08/12/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Relaxation time: find some music that imitates clock’s sound , alarm clocks…; you could follow-up this activity with drawing time; How this music/ sounds could inspire children’s art process?


-Dancing activities and music playing; let children play their own music; then play game ,,let’s pretend…”(they could take turns and tell friends what the rest of group should pretend);

-Cooking activity; give children the freedom of choice; ask them to choose some recipes;

-Do some exercises/ games with blankets or parachute ;

-Sand play;

-Play dough;



	
-Each child design own clock or watch. Tell the children how to read the time; to make a clock you could use paper plates;

-Draw a circle with months and mark children’s dates of birth. Display this calendar;

-Make a story board that teaches sequencing;  use pictures with different activities  during the course of the day: getting up, brushing teeth, getting dressed, having breakfast, going to preschool…;ask each child about his/her daily routine;


	
-Story Time; read books with days of the week, or sequences of time – that show changes (The Very Hungry Caterpillar);

-Circle time: 
- make a calendar,
-sing songs about days of the week and months; talk about seasons  and their characteristics;
ask children what clothes people should wear  during summer time, winter time…

-Counting games; show children how to use Spindle Box;

-Practice sounds from the phonetic alphabet; 

-Use the ,,language of time,,- when talking what children did; encourage them to sequence their actions (tomorrow, then, yesterday,..);

	
-Educational activities:
Give children opportunity to play with old watches, egg timers, alarm clocks; show how real clock works…

- Display numbers in purposeful context and ensure children can see numerals alongside written word and corresponding example of the correct number (2, two,**);

-Use a graphic calendar to show whose birthdays happen in each month, and when special event s will happen 
(Santa arrives, calendar seasons start… );


-Draw children’s attention to time using large clock (showing 9.30 on the clock and telling the children: We will start our circle time at 9.30 o’clock; 10.00-snack time…etc);  








                                                            CURRICULUM PLANNER  2014/2015
Weekly themes:  Christmas Time.                                                        Wk.17    15 to 23/12/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Dancing activities and music playing; Sing and play “Santa is coming to town” on bells or a xylophone. Use shakers which are made out of recyclable waste materials. 

-Group games (Musical statues, Dancing chairs, Let’s pretend..)

-Relaxation time:
Listen to the carols and winter songs:

-Cooking activity (Christmas cookies – ask the children to choose some recipies) 

-Exercises ;

-Messy play – winter scenery; use rice, cotton wool, grains, animals, wooden sticks to make trees….










	
-Write with children a letter to Santa;
Children could design their own cards for Santa; walk to the post office and send the letter; Take photos and draw a map of your trip. Then make a poster and encourage children to talk about their experiences.

-Arts and Crafts: prepare lots of Christmas decorations and decorate classroom and Christmas tree.
(angels, stockings, stars…-use natural materials and recyclable waste materials);

-Prepare a Christmas Play with children; invite their families for a concert. 
Make a poster with children; each child will make an invitation;

-Outings: go for a walk and observe how Dublin has changed for Christmas time; discover streets and places in your community; take photos and make a poster showing children on their trip.

	
-Story time; 
read books that covers main topic;

-Circle time: sing winter songs and Christmas carols; prepare Christmas concert;

-Teach some holiday greetings in different languages-invite children to teach their peers words in the language of their home country;  

-Counting games;

-Phonetic sounds; 
(s for Santa, p for present…);
 
-Play with sorting objects; prepare a selection of objects that can be sorted and classified (heavy/light; hard and soft..);
	
-Science experiment  with gravity:
Rolling a ball down a plank, changing the angle and seeing what happens, finding out whether objects will float or sink…

-Educational activities:
-record weather changes from day to day and week to week;

-Make open – ended statements about Santa and start discussion with children ( I wonder what Santa does in this moment?)



 


                                                       
                                CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  Australia.                                                                                       Wk.18             05/01/2015
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Relaxation time:
Listens to the music and sounds from the natural environment and Aboriginal music;
(print some pictures of musical instruments originally found in Australia; show them to children);

-Cooking activity;

-Exercises ( as a part of daily routine to help build children’s fitness), play games: let’s pretend that you are kangaroos, crocodiles,…);

-Outdoor;

-Movement games
(Musical statues, Dancing chairs…);
 
- Obstacle course;
 
-Dancing activities and dress up fun; 
  
-Sand play;

-Play dough;

-Organize basic sewing activities that develop good hand-eye co-ordination;
Draw shapes, letters of child’s name on a heavy piece of paper using a thick pen; show children how to thread the needle in and out of the holes;


	
 -Display continent’s presentation and Montessori Folder about Australia; start discussion about differences between different countries and continents; compare Australian and European continents;
Ask children if they have any relatives who live in Australia; 
They could bring in some photos and share some stories about their lives.

-Make Australian flag with children; 
display children’s flags on the Culture and Diversity Wall;

-Stick on the world  map all artworks made by children that correspond to the main topic (let them draw koalas, kangaroos, crocodiles, turtles..);

-Show children how real boomerangs look like; ask if they could design their own boomerangs (use cotton buds for painting, natural items for decoration); 
	
-Circle time- teach children about Australia; sing songs about native animals;
 

-Story Time:
-show children how to use school atlas and how to find Australia on the map;
- read Usborne’s Stories From Around the World;

-Open- ended questions:
If you could travel abroad would you go to Australia?
Why…?

-Practice phonetic sounds (A for Australia, a for alligator); you could use 



	
-Extends children’s knowledge about the world and display posters and educational materials that show:
-native people of Australia;
-animals that live in Australia,
-places in Australia;

-Montessori Activities that show animals living on different continents; 

-Educational activities:
Watch an educational dvd showing Australian continent and The Great Barrier Reef; 

-Discover Australia on the map and Montessori globe;

-Show pictures with Didgeridoo -which is considered to be one of the oldest wind instruments in the world; 
(make own out of paper rolls);




· Usborne Stories From Around the World: Strong Magic- A Story from Australia;
· The Usborne Essential Atlas of the World;




































                          CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  Animal album.                                                                              Wk.19             12/01/2015
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Relaxation time: listen to the quiet music and sounds of birds; use various sounds of animals; ask children if they guess what makes this sound; 

-Exercises – Let’s pretend that you are a lion, a tiger, a bird, a busy bee…

-Baking activities:
bake cookies and use animal’s shapes for cutting out the cake; decorate cakes with children;  

-Dancing with scarves and balloons;

-Music activities:
Use natural items and recyclable waste materials to make musical instruments and shakers;

-Sand play/Messy play:
Use animals, wooden blocks, natural items and create a jungle or deep forest.



	
-Outings/trips:
- Museum of Natural Hitory
-Farm (children could learn about story of milk and draw animals they could see on the farm; they could share their experiences from the trip);
-Trip to the Zoo (ask children about their personal experiences, what they  really enjoyed;  talk about the job of zookeeper and his responsibilities);
- Walk to the local park and observe changes in nature;

-My favorite animal-drawing activity; 
Use children’s drawings and pictures in their scrapbooks; write comments made by children after completing their work;
	
-Story time: use a range of books that reflect the main topic (‘’Walking through the jungle’’, “The Very Hungry Caterpillar”’ Usborne books).

-Circle time: practice songs about animals    (Tiny Tim, Old McDonald,…);

-Let’s describe some animals (use educational materials and plastic animals to make their characteristics); 

-Flash Cards/ Montessori Materials- animals from different continents; 

-Teach the names of baby animals;

-Discuss how to take care for our pets; Ask if someone has own pet at home);

-Alligator starts with sound “a” –prepare an animal booklet;




	
-Messy play (plastic animals, natural items – such as sand, stones, twigs, shells); 
children could design their own jungle, forest, dessert or zoo with creatures that live in;

-Display posters and photos of animals that live in different environments (sea creatures, jungle and forest animals, farm animals…)

-Observe with children  the life of fish in preschool tank or pet shop; 
do some drawings; watch educational programme about sea life;
 make a scrapbook;

 



· Usborne books;

                                                              CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  Dublin – my City.                                                                         Wk.20   19/01/2015
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Relaxation time:

-Play dough activities;

-Water play with bubbles;

-Exercises, playing with parachute, obstacle course; 

-Dancing activities (watch traditional Irish  dance that could inspire children’s dancing);
 
-Dress up fun and face painting;









	
-Make a map of Dublin and try to find/mark  places where the children live;
-make a collage, stick some photos and pictures of famous places in the city;
Use resources and materials which reflect children’s families, backgrounds, cultures.

-Design your own city; use old magazines and recyclable waste materials; let the children choose the technique they like during work time (drawing, coloring, painting, cutting,…);
Display their artwork on the walls;

-Children could draw(or use different technique during work time) their own maps with houses they live in; displayed their artwork;


	
-Story Time: 
Dublin my city;
ask children where they live and discuss what they like in Dublin; 
How well do you know your town?
-Do you know where is: the Spire, Dublin Castle, Ha’Penny Bridge, Phoenix Park, Christchurch Cathedral, etc…?
-Which is your favorite place in your hometown?

-Circle time: 
-teach children some Irish words;
-listen to the  traditional  Irish music and songs;

-Practice sounds from the phonetic alphabet;
(do printing with letters, play with letter magnets, stencils with letters..)

-Writing and tracing-let’s pretend that you are a scribe- encourage each child to send a message to her peers; write down what she said and include a picture or some ‘’writing’’ she made;    

	
-Educational activities: discover Dublin on the map; 

- Display maps, photos and postcards from Dublin;

-Science experiment:
Magnets;

 


Children’s History of Dublin, Jim Pipe
                            CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  Colours of the rainbow.                                                            Wk.20         25/01/2015
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Relaxation time:  listen to the quiet music and sounds of nature;

-Exercise ;

-Baking activities; decorate your cakes with colorful icing sugar like “a real artist”; 

-Dancing with the scarves and colorful ribbons; 
Imagine that you are a butterfly, a busy bee, a wind…

-Sand play - mix sand with different grains; transfer  it with various containers, boxes, spoons…

-Messy play ( playing with colorful jellies);

-Finger painting as a part of relaxation time; Listen to relaxing music during the work time;


	
-Arts and Crafts:
hand printed rainbow- each child design own rainbow; chooses colours and own way of presentation; 
( display children’s rainbows on Someone Special Wall);

-Express yourself: 
– Let’s pretend that you are a painter.
You have a magic pencil and I can draw… 
Try to guess what I draw;
 (child shows his/her own imaginary concept when the rest of class tries to guess what he is showing or pretending);

-Trip to the art gallery;
Take photos and ask children what they enjoyed the most; let them to draw their own perception from trip;
	
-Story Time:” Brown Bear what do you see?”,..

-Circle time:
Show children some famous pictures and start discussion:
 – Let’s pretend that  you are a famous painter. What would you paint? Why…?

-Sing songs about colours, and rainbow;

-Play “I spy “ with colours;

-Use flash cards and Montessori Materials (Coloured Tablets) when talking about colours; show different shades of one colour;


-Teach colours in one of foreign languages ;



	
-Science experiment:
-mixing up different colours; 
-discovering primary and secondary colours;

 -Science experiment:
-dip white flowers into coloured inks ( flowers will transform colours);

-Educational activities:
-discover famous painters and their artworks;
-display some pictures in the classroom;
-ask children what they think about famous pieces of artwork;

 -Display photos with a rainbow and explain how rainbows appear; 










                                 CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  Asia.                                                                                               Wk.21   02/02/2015
	
Well - Being
	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Relaxation time:  listen to the quiet music from different Asian countries;

-Exercise;

-Cooking activities; 
-Make a fruit salad, use some ‘’tropical’’ fruit;
-Teach which fruit are growing in Asia;
(explain  why it is so important to eat fresh fruit and vegetables);
-Serve a meal with rice and vegetables (teach how it grows and it’s the main food in Asia);
-Show children real chopsticks and explain how they can be used; 

-Music activities-listen to Chines, Japan, Indian or Mongolian music; it could inspire children’s process of creation; 

- Dancing activities and dress up fun:
Show children some traditional outfits and styles of dance( for example: Indian, Malaysian, Indonesian…);

-Sand play;
-Messy play;
use chopsticks, wooden sticks and transfer play dough and small objects;(Practical Life Activities)

-Play dough; 

	
-Display cultural profiles of India, Japan, China (could be changed, depends on children’s cultural background; parents could be invited if there are any at crèche);

-Make some Asian flags with children; display those on the Culture and Diversity Wall;
mark on the world map children’s countries of origin;

-Stick on the world  map all artwork made by children (that correspond to the main topic- such as jungle animals and plants, Asian homes…);

-Arts and Crafts:
Start with children a collage with tropical rainforest animals and plants; Use recyclable waste materials, old magazines, natural items at work time;

-Let children to create their favorite jungle creatures; make a display on the wall;


	
-Story Time: for example-“The Snake Charmer- a story from India”, A bag full of Stories – A story from Cambodia”, ”Walking through the jungle”…etc  

-Circle time:
- teach children about Asian continent;
- sing songs about Continents; 
-show Asia on the map and Montessori globe;
 -teach about animals
 of Asia (use Montessori materials and folders);

-Counting activities: make a flash cards with jungle animals that can be counted;

-Ask children ( who originally come from Asian countries) how to greet friends in the language of their home country; 
ask them questions about food, outfits they wear, songs they sing… 
They could share their experiences and parents could be invited to tell some stories;

  
	
-Display countries’ presentations and Montessori Folder about Asia; try to find differences between countries;

-Discover the rain forest animals and plants; show an educational dvd about orangutans, snakes, frogs, tigers … 

- Display posters and educational materials that show:
-native people of Asia and their homes,
-animals that live there,
-places in Asia;

-Use Montessori Materials that show animals living on different continents; 

-Show the biggest mountains in the world and mark them on the map;

-Display National Geographic magazines at the Nature and Exploration Corner; show photos and posters; 


· Usborne’s Stories From Around the World:
· “The Snake Charmer- a story from India”
· “A bag full of Stories – A story from Cambodia” 




































                          CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  Feelings and Emotions: I’m so happy.                                      Wk.22       09/02/2015
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Relaxation time:  listen to the quiet music and sounds of the nature;

-Exercise; ask to follow different poses and movements; then ask children to have their turns;

-Baking activities; Make rice kriespies cakes with children; ask them to exchange cakes with their friends (this activity promotes friendship and social skills);

-Dancing activities;  dance with balloons and scarves;
-use various musical instruments;
-try to march and change the rhythm;
(all group activities promote social skills);

-Jelly play;

-Messy play;

-Cutting activities (let children to tear old magazines if they prefer; it could help them to relax);

-Play dough as a part of relaxation time;
Listen to calm music during this activity;
	
-Display posters of people showing different emotions and facial expressions;
-use these as a start of discussion;
-check if children are able to recognize them;
-pretend play: when sitting at the circle ask children to express their happiness, excitement, fear and jealousy; 

-Draw a picture:
“I feel so happy”
Let the children choose the technique they like (crayons, pencils, markers, collage, ..)
On the end of activity ask children what their pictures show, and what makes them happy. Write their statements;
Display children’s artwork that all visitors could see the results of their work.

-Make Valentines cards with children
(they could pass them to the best friend in the classroom, parents or siblings);

-Dress up party – Red Costume Day;
	
-Story Time: ”Guess how much I love you”;
(discuss :
 -who do we love,
-how we show that we love someone; 

-Circle time: 
-sing songs : ‘’Hallo and how are you today’’,
‘’Where are you?”, “If you happy and you know..” etc.,
-use the language of feelings as a start of discussion:
-I feel happy today because…
-I was so cross when..
-I got scared yesterday because..

-Encourage children to draw pictures of what they  like/don’t like doing;

-Use puppets, gestures and voices to bring stories alive in role – playing and drama activities;

-Counting games;

-Sounds from the phonetic alphabet;
	
-Science experiment:
Make your own paper; use recyclable waste materials (make a pulp and add some feathers, strings, leaves…);

-Discover with children the way how we express our feelings; 
display posters and photos with facial expression;



 


                                                                    CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  Senses.                                                                                           Wk.23    16/02/2015
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Relaxation time:  listen to the quiet music and sounds of the nature; use soft cushions and blankets;

-Cooking  activities
(fruit tasting: lemon, banana, apple…);

-Dancing activities with scarfs, fabrics, parachute… ;

-Music activities; use various musical instruments; try to discriminate between  quiet and loud sounds;

-Water play with bubbles ( develops sense of touch, smell, hearing, sight) ;

-Messy play ( tactile sense) with mystery box;

-Play dough ( use different colours, add some soap) or clay to feel different textures;

 

	
-Use drawings and early writings to help children to create their own books about their senses;

-Make a poster about different senses; use old magazines and recyclable waste materials; display children’s work in the classroom;

-Make a bouquet with children; 
-Use lavender and different flowers; ask what senses we use during this activity;
-Children could decorate their own  vases (use small plastic bottles and decorate those with plasticine, beads, grains, and sequins);
 
-Walk on the line with the bell or tray with feathers; it masters child’s sense of balance;

	
-Story Time:
Usborne books about Human senses;

-Circle time: 
Use posters and pictures when explaining children what the human senses are and how they work;  
-Talk about different types of sound; 
explain  what ‘’noisy” means and why is not good for the sense of hearing;
-Sing a song about senses and point on them (With my ears I can hear…);

-Ask each child :
-what he/ she likes to eat,
- which song she likes to listen to,
-what colour she likes;
(individual scrapbook or child’s file);
	
-Science experiment:
Solid, liquid, or gas?
(freezing, melting, evaporation):

-Sensorial  activities:
-sweet, sour, salty, bitter- recognizing taste;
-soft, rough, smooth, warm, or cold- experiencing different textures; 
-bright, dark, colorful, shades of one colour- which is my favorite colour?
-smell or doesn’t smell 
-games using a blindfold;
(cover child’s eyes during activities and ask if they are able to recognize the taste, colours, smell);

-Use Montessori materials:
(Coloured Tablets, Sound Boxes);

-Watch an educational dvd about human senses;

 







                                      Curriculum planner  2015
Weekly themes: Flowers are blooming.                                                                   Wk.24   23/02/2015
	       Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Relaxation time:  listen to the sounds of the nature (birds singing, insects, rain drops);

-Baking activities;

-Dancing activities;
Let’s pretend that you are a butterfly, a bee, a bird, …; 

-Water play with bubbles;

-Messy play (use cooked pasta );

-Play dough;












	
-Go for a walk to the park and observe first signs of spring time;
Draw children’s attention to buds on the trees, spring flowers (daffodils, tulips, daisies).
 Check if you can find some insects (could use magnifying glasses for exploration).
-ask children if they could share their observations; (they could draw their trip to the park);

-Choose a helper of the day who waters spring flowers in the gardening area;

-Use drawings and early writings to help children to create their own books about Spring time;
They could print a real plants or flowers in their booklets;

-Design your spring time costume or hat
( use recyclable waste materials);
	
-Story Time- Usborne books; 
-Circle time:
-talk about first signs of spring time;
-do a calendar;
-practice songs about days of the week, months and seasons;
-sing songs about spring time and flowers ( “Daffodil song”, “Flowers are blooming”..)

-Show the parts of the flower and tree; use Montessori materials and pictures;

-Tracing and writing activities;

- Sounds from the phonetic alphabet;
(F for a flower, f for a frog);

-Counting games;
	
-Scenes experiment:
growing sunflowers in our gardening area;

-Organizing our Nature Corner:
-grow daffodils,
-create a miniature garden;
-display the poster with spring time flowers, and  birds;

-Discover some facts about butterflies, ladybirds, and bees; 
Display photos and pictures of different insects; name these insects and practice their names with children;

-Watch an educational dvd about insects;

-Bird watching; (in the park or garden);


· The Usborne Little Book of Flowers;
· The Usborne Little Book of Birds;
· The Usborne Little Book of Garden Wildlife;


                             CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  Life cycle.                                                                                       Wk.25  02/03/2015
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Relaxation time:  listen to the sounds of the nature (birds singing);

-Walk to the park and observe the nature; draw children’s attention on changes in nature, on birds, insects (maybe they will be able to see some butterflies);

-Baking activities;

-Dancing activities and dress up fun;

-Let’ s pretend that you are a baby chick, a rooster, a frog…; 

-Water play with bubbles; use various kitchen equipment during play time;

-Messy play (use a Treasure Box);

-Play dough;








	
-Use drawings and early writings to help children to create their own booklets about life cycle of a frog or butterfly;

-Show children a poster with life cycle of man; ask what they think about transformations that happen during life time; ask if they have smaller siblings and grandparents (they could draw their family tree with different generations) ;
 start conversation about helping parents and grandparents at home;

-Arts and crafts: make a collage showing life cycle of butterfly; use recyclable waste materials and natural items;
Display children’s artwork in the reception that all parents and visitors could see their creativity and hard work;
	
-Story Time :
“The Very Hungry Caterpillar”, Usborne books (Eggs and chicks);

-Circle time:
- talk about life cycle of a man, a chicken ,a  frog, a butterfly, and plants;
-sing songs about butterflies and frogs;

-Counting activities:
Counts frogs, butterflies, chicks,…

-Use flash cards that master children’s  linguistic skills and develop their knowledge about life cycles; encourage them to describe what they see on pictures;

-Writing and tracing;

-Sound ‘’b for a butterfly’’, “c  for a caterpillar”…

-Recognizing the sounds of animals: frogs, chicken..
	
-Science experiment:
How wind mill works? 
Let’s make your own wind mill;

-Watch an educational dvd that covers the main topic; 

-Display educational materials ( photos, posters)that help to discover:
life cycle of a man, animals and plants;

-Use Montessori jigsaw, corresponding to the main topic;







                               CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  St. Patrick Day.                                                                            Wk.27  16/03/2014
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
- Music activities:  listen to the traditional Irish music;

-Baking activities- cakes (shamrocks) decorated with green icing sugar;

-Dancing activities and dress up fun ( watch traditional Irish dancing that could inspire children during activity);

-Green jelly play; you could add some sponges or foam letters, or shapes; 

-Play dough( green colour);






	
-Use drawings and early writings, and help children to create their own books about Ireland;
Ask children if could collect some photos, pictures, maps or tickets related to main topic;

-Design your Irish flag;
Display it;

-Make with children a poster with sheep- using recyclable waste materials, fabrics and wool; display their artwork;
 
-Make a card for Mother’s Day; 
ask children if they could draw their mothers’ portraits.
Display their portraits on Someone Special Wall;

-Organize a Green Ball for children; decorate with children your classroom for St. Patrick’ Day; make shakers and musical instruments for parade; take photos and make cards for children’s parents;

	
-Story of St. Patrick;

-Circle time: 
-talk about Ireland and Irish tradition;
-show Ireland on the maps;
-show  traditional Irish outfits;
-talk about traditional food;

-Talk about St. Patrick’s Parade (display photos and pictures from parade);
ask children if they took a part in the parade and what they enjoyed the most;

-Learn some Irish words or songs (Rolly Polly);

-Do counting games;

-Phonetic sounds;
 start with “P is for Patrick”, and then  teach the children first letters of their names;


	
-Discover  Ireland- watch an educational dvd;

-Draw  a map of Ireland and mark bigger places and rivers on it; Stick some
Photos; 

-Gardening activity-
Planting shamrocks;
Children could decorate their pots; 
Children water their shamrocks every day  and check changes of growing plants; you could take photos and on the end compare all stages of growing(life cycle of plant); 

-Construction work;
Build the city out of cardboard boxes and other recycling materials;
explain children that almost all recyclable materials can be re- used during creative work;
 



                                         Curriculum planner  2015
Weekly themes:  Planting and gardening.                                                             Wk.26  09/03/2015
	     Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
- Music making            (make musical instruments out of natural items and grains); listen to different sounds of nature; use the Sound Boxes and discriminate between quiet and loud noises;

-Exercises – let’s pretend that you are a growing plant; close your eyes and feel the warm sunshine on your face; then feel gentle raindrops on your hands, head …; then children could pretend that they are caterpillars, birds…etc;  

-Cooking activities- make vegetable, or tomato and mozzarella salad; before you start cooking activity you could walk to the shop with children; it will be great fun and experience for them, teaching them how to be responsible for their tasks;

-Dancing activities and dress up fun; you could do floral lace painting and take photos of children; it could be displayed on Someone Special Wall; 

	
-Go for a walk to park or visit a real farm;
Ask children about their experiences; take photos of children when discovering farmyard or park; display these on the classroom wall;

-Arts and Crafts:
-draw and paint some fruit and vegetables, use grains and seeds to decorate pictures;
-use children’s drawings to help them create their own scrapbooks or log books about plants that grow in the gardens; 

-Arts and Crafts:
Decorate your own pot; (children could  use their pots for planting);

-Group activity:
Organize playing with the soil; give children the opportunity to dig with shovels; add some pebbles, wooden sticks; they will love it;



	
-Story Time: Melanie Eclare “A Harvest of Colour, Growing a vegetable garden”;

-Circle time:
-sing songs:  “I’d like carrots on my plate”, “Peach and cherry , banana, strawberry”, “Old Mc Donald”… 

-Use flash cards to teach children the names of fruit and vegetables;

-Display posters with fruit and vegetables
(use labels that feature pictures);

-Make fruit and vegetable printing and stick labels naming printed items (it helps to become familiar with print and writing);

-Tracing activities;

	
-Educational activities:
Help children to explore growth and change – for example vegetables and sequencing  the main stages through photographs;

-Discover responsibilities of being a farmer (grows own vegetable and fruit garden, taking care of farm animals);
display some photos and pictures;


Melanie Eclare, A Harvest of Colour, Growing a vegetable garden;

                         CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  Africa.                                                                                             Wk.28     23/03/2015
	Well - Being
	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Music activities            (instruments made out of natural items and seeds); make an African music that features complex rhythms, created through patterns of drumbeats;

-Cooking activities- 
Let children to choose the recipe; they could try some exotic fruit;

-Dancing activities; discover African music and dance to traditional rhythms;

-Sand play/ messy play; use plastic animals that live in Africa-such as zebras, lions, hippos; 
make a small word scenery; they could create small rainforest… 

-Use clay to make a pottery;
decorate children’s artwork with traditional patterns; show pictures with traditional African patterns, which could inspire children;

-Outdoor play/Water Play/Bubbles making..

	
-Make some African flags with children; display those on the Culture and Diversity Wall;
mark on the world map children’s countries of origin (if you have any children from African continent in your classroom);

-Stick on the map all artwork made by children corresponding to the main topic (safari animals, African homes…);

-Arts and Crafts:
Start with children a collage with safari animals; use recyclable waste materials, old magazines, natural items at work time;

-Let children to create their favorite safari creatures; put their artwork into individual scrapbooks;



	
-Story Time: for example-“Stealing the Sun- A story from Africa”, Usborne books; “Walking through the jungle”;  

-Circle time:
- teach about African Continent;
- sing songs about Continents; 
-show African Continent on the map and Montessori globe;
 -talk about safari animals and jungle too (use Montessori materials and folders);
-show pictures of the highest mountain in Tanzania (Mount Kilimanjaro);

-Counting activities: make a flash cards with safari animals that can be counted;

-Ask children ( who originally come from African countries) how to greet friends in the language of their home country; 
ask them about outfits they wear, music they listen to… 
They could share their experiences; parents could be invited to tell some stories;

	
- Display continent presentation and Montessori Folder about Africa; 
use posters  that show:
-native people of Africa and their homes,
-animals that live there,
-places in Africa(variety of landscapes such as snow –capped mountains, deserts, savanna, rainforest);

-Discover safari animals and plants; show an educational dvd about African wildlife;

-Show the biggest mountain and mark it on the map;

-Leave some National Geographic magazines at the Nature and Exploration Corner;



                                CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  Easter.                                                                                            Wk.29    30/03/2015
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Music activities and games (let’s pretend that you are a bouncing rabbit, chick, rooster..); play “Musical Statues, use parachute, exercise…;

- Obstacle course;

-Baking activities – make and decorate Easter cookies; 

-Messy play/Sand Play-use some stones, wooden sticks, bark, grains..;

-Salt dough; make some Easter decorations from salt dough; wait till is dry and bake it; use children’s decorations  as a present for their parents;

-Outdoor play;




	
-Make Easter Cards and decorations with children; send some home, the rest could be displayed in the classroom and at the reception area;

- Design Easter Eggs, use natural items, recyclable waste materials and different art  techniques to decorate children’s eggs; display their artwork in the class;

-Easter egg hunt;


	
-The story of the Easter; 

-Circle time: 
Ask children how they celebrate Easter time in their families; invite children to talk about their experiences and news;

-Counting games:
count eggs, use the Spindle Box;

-Sounds from the phonetic alphabet
(“e for an egg”);

	
-Discover  parts of the rabbit’s body- use Montessori materials;
check what rabbit eats;

-Rubbing experiments: use natural items, coins, crayons, plants;
Rubbing those materials makes a print of their shapes and exposes the pattern of their surface;



 








                                 CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  I am the music man…                                                                  Wk.30  06/04/2015
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Relaxation time:
Listen to the different type of music (folk music, jazz, rock, classical music…);then invite children to dance;

-Music activities:
Let’s pretend that we are musicians; who would like to be a conductor of our orchestra?
(let’s  take turns);

-Movement games
(Musical statues, Dancing chairs…)/ Dancing activities and dress up fun;

- Organize an obstacle course; walk with the bell on the line; 

-Cooking activity: Let’s make our own sandwiches; children can butter their bread and decorate their sandwiches with various products (ham, cheese, tomatoes…);
   
-Messy play-use some stones, wooden sticks, bark, grains/Play dough;
-Outdoor play; listen to sounds of nature on the walk to park; everything makes a music;
	
-Ask children to bring in their favorite music on cd; then they can  express themselves  through dance; take photos of children when performing and display on the wall, show to parents;

- Let’s perform own style of dance:
classical ballet, break – dance, tango, salsa…(show children pictures of dances);

-Show children the real music notation and explain that this is the way of writing music; 
-ask if they could create their own notations, using dots and different symbols;
 -it could be tracing activity too 
(key signature);
-use children’s
drawings and early writings to create their own books about music;
 
-Draw your favorite musical instruments;
Collect pictures and display all art work; write child’s name and date on pictures;
	
-Story Time; 
-Circle time: 
-start discussion with a question:
What is the music?
Talk about different type of music and dance;
-sing “I’m the music man..”

-Use flash cards that show different musical instruments; teach children the names of musical instruments;

-Use puppets, gestures, voices and musical instruments to bring stories alive in role play and drama;

-Invite children to sit at the circle;
let everyone express himself/herself through playing musical instrument he/she likes;
	
-Discover various type of musical instrument (percussion, woodwind, brass, and string);
-display pictures showing different type of musical instruments; 

-Watch with children an educational dvd  showing  a real orchestra playing its concert; explain that they are playing different instruments and the conductor directs them using his hand and arm gesture;

-Teach about recycling; make musical instruments out of recyclable waste materials (drums of cardboard boxes or containers; shakers out of plastic bottles…)


  



                                                     CURRICULUM PLANNER  2012/2013
Weekly themes:   The Solar System.                                                                       Wk.31   13/04/2015
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Relaxation time: Close your eyes and imagine that you travel in your spaceship; put the quiet music on, give children their blankets…
-Movement games:
(Musical statues, Dancing chairs…)/ Let’s pretend (cosmic travel): you are a spaceman; wearing your helmet and outfit; starting an engine of your spacecraft; then you travel throughout the space; discover different planets- some of them are smaller, some bigger..;

- Obstacle course;

-Cooking activities; let the children choose from the cooking book what they would like to cook;(it could be smoothie, fruit salad, pizza…);

-Dancing activities and dress up fun;

-Sand play/play dough: create small world area: it could be the Moon with its craters;
-use some stones, wooden sticks, grains..;

-Outdoor play;
	
-Play a pretend game:
-A birthday walk around the Sun (children walk around the Sun with Montessori globe; around the edge of the sun we place in order twelve cards on which are printed the names of the months; the number of times she encircles the sun is equal to her age..);
-children as a different planets walk around the Sun;

-Arts and Crafts:
being an astronaut – make a spaceship with children; use recyclable waste materials; then spacecraft could be used during play time;

-Design your own spaceship (drawing activity);

-Make a mobile model of the Solar System
(point on the planet Earth and the Sun);
	
-Story Time: 
I wonder what’s Out There, A vision of the Universe for Primary Classes); Usborne books;

-Circle time: 
-talk about the importance of the Sun and sunlight for any kind of life on our planet;
Ask children if they know what the Sun gives us (light, heat, time, energy)
(make a poster covering discussion);  
-sing about the planets;

-Practice days of the week, months and seasons;

-Count planets or stars;

-Practice sounds from the phonetic alphabet:
‘’s – is for the Sun’’
‘’m- is for  the Mercury’’…
	
-Discover more facts about the Sun and planets;
display educational posters and pictures;

-Watch a short educational programme showing our Solar System;

-Make a weather chart with children; ask:
-Is the sun shining brightly or covered with clouds?
-Is the sky blue? White? Grey? Almost black?
-Are there many clouds? A few clouds? Or no clouds?
(mark all observation on the weather chart and ask children to draw the sky);


                                                      
                                                                CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  Drama week.                                                                                 Wk.32   20/04/2015
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Music activities and drama play;
-Movement games-Freeze Dance:
Play music and tell children to dance around the classroom; when the music stops, they freeze right where they finished;

-Playing with the parachute:
-Lifting like a Mountain, Lowering Like a Valley (parachute up and down);
-Wiggle(shake the parachute);
-Bouncing Ball (put a ball or animal on the parachute and make it jump);
-Dancing activities and dress up fun;

-Water play with bubbles;
-Play dough/ Clay;
-Outdoor play/Walk to the park-play football or different sports games;
-Plan a picnic; make sandwiches, prepare blankets and go to the nearest park;


	
-Trip to the theatre or cinema;  
-Arts and Crafts:
-children design their own masks- expressing some characters (use different techniques to make their masks); you could use paper plates, feathers, sequins, glitter… ;

-Make puppets and use those at drama play; (use wooden spoons, string or wool to make hair, draw the faces onto the wooden spoons);
-Make a large cardboard box to create the puppet theatre; decorate it with children;

-Dress up fun and face painting 
(children pick costumes they like; face painting is done;
they pretend different characters);





	
-Story Time 
(children pick their favorite stories);

-Circle time: 
- what is the theatre
(pantomime, opera, musical, play..)?

-Shadow play (use puppets- that were made during Arts activities- and lighting behind a fabric screen); 

-Gestures and voice imitations;

-Drawing, tracing, writing activities;

-Counting;

-Recognizing sounds from the phonetic alphabet;





	
-Discover the theatre
(thousands years ago and today); 
Display some posters and pictures; Compare posters;
Watch some pantomime or opera on dvd; discuss with children what they could observed;

-Science experiment
Mixing chemicals: washing liquid, paints, oil, water;
Make shakers with mixture of oil and colored water;

 






                                                               CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  South America.                                                                                Wk.33    27/04/2015
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Music activities- Animal actions: ask children to dance like tropical rainforest animals (a snake, an anaconda, a piranha, a jaguar, a monkey…

-Movement games
(Musical statues, Dancing chairs…);

-Dancing activities and dress up fun; Put some music on (salsa, samba, tango…);

- Obstacle course;
-Cooking activities-Vegetarian staffed peppers:  Ingredients:3 bell peppers,15-oz. can black beans,1 c. corn,1 c. cooked rice,½ c. onions( finely chopped),1½ tsp. cumin,1 oz. light cheddar cheese (grated),2 cloves garlic(minced),1 tsp. cilantro,¼ c. water,
non-stick cooking spray;
-preheat oven  to 350°F (176°C);
- bake peppers staffed with all ingredients for 30 minutes; 

-Sand play;

-Messy play-use some stones, wooden sticks, bark, grains and animals that live in tropical rainforest..;

-Lavender Play dough;

-Outdoor play;

	
-Use drawings and early writings to help children create their own books about South American rainforest, animals and plants;

-Make some flags from South American countries and display those on the Culture and Diversity Wall;
mark on the world map children’s countries of origin (if there are any children from South American continent in your classroom);

-Make a South American  map and stick all children’s artworks on it (rainforest animals, plants,  the Amazon…);

-Arts and Crafts:
-start with children a collage with rainforest animals; use recyclable waste materials, old magazines, natural items, fabrics, and feathers during work time;

-Let children to create their favorite rainforest creatures; put their artworks to individual scrapbooks;

	
-Story Time :
Usborne books;  

-Circle time:
- teach children about South  American Continent;
- sing songs about Continents; 
-South America on the map and Montessori globe;
 -talk about animals that live in the Amazon rainforest (use Montessori materials and folders);
-show pictures of the longest river (the Amazon);

-Counting activities: make a flash cards with the Amazon rainforest  animals that can be counted;

Practicing sounds from the phonetic alphabet:
A – is for the Amazon;
-L- is for a lama;
 
	
-Discover the highest waterfalls in the world (Angel Falls in Venezuela), tropical parrots, snakes in the rainforest, bears and condors in the Andes, and the anteaters on the Pampas grassland);
-display posters, cards, and educational pictures;

-Tell children what grows in South America: coffee, banana , sugar cane, cacao…-show real grains of coffee and various pictures; 

-Watch an educational dvd about Amazon rainforest;

-Show the world’s second –longer river and mark it on the map;

-Leave some National Geographic magazines at the Nature and Exploration Corner;


                                        


































                                                                      CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes: Culture and diversity . Children of the World.                        Wk.34        04/05/2015                                                                    
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Sand and Water play
in the garden;

-Sensory play: mix a cup of coconut milk with 2 cups of cornstarch; it makes a lovely smelling crumbly dough;
-use different tools and baking equipment during play time;   

-Relaxation time: listen to different kind of  international music;

-Exercises;

-Out door;

-Cooking activities: make a pizza;

-Dress up fun- International party;




	
-Dress up party: 
children could wear their traditional costumes;

-Outing-shopping/ baking activity:
-go with children for shopping; buy all ingredients needed to make a pizza;
let them to make a shopping list and pay for shopping; take photos during preparation time;

-Invite parents for a talk; they could tell some stories about their country of origin; they could teach some words in their language;
ask what games children play over there, how they go to 
school…






	
-Story time; Usborne stories and educational books;

-Circle Time:
-talk about different countries of origin, traditional cuisine, 
different traditions and languages;
-use a map of the world and point on the places where children were born or their families come from;
-sing songs about continents, different countries;

-Spanish lesson-learning songs;
(maybe child from another country could sing or teach some worlds in his/ her language of origin);



	
 -Prepare the presentation of countries of children’s origin;

-Culture and Diversity wall; display pictures showing everyday life on different continents;

-Display some National Geographic magazines in Nature and Exploration Corner;









                                                                      CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  When I grow up I want to be…                                                Wk.35     11/05/2015
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Relaxation time:
-Listen to the classical music; 
-Close your eyes and imagine that you are a flower;  start to grow as a tiny seed; then stretch up and bloom; feel warm sunshine on your face…

-Movement games
(Musical statues, Dancing chairs,
Let’s pretend…);
-Play Hokey Pokey:“You put your leg in, you put your leg out, you put your leg in and you shake it all about. You do the hokey pokey and you turn around, that’s what it’s all about”…
 -Exercises;

- Obstacle course;

-Cooking activities;  

-Dancing activities and dress up fun; 

-Sand and Water play;

-Play dough;

-Outdoor play;

	
-Start discussion with children and ask them who they want to be in the future;
-ask if they could draw their  favorite occupations; display their pictures on the wall;

-Organize role pretending play;
(pretend that you are a teacher, a chief, a ballerina, a firefighter…); 
provide objects similar to those used by children’s parents in order to reflect the diverse nature of parental occupations;

-Visit places in your community: 
the library, the post office, the shop..;
 -Try to arrange a visit of  a librarian or a lollipop person…;
	
-Story Time;

-Circle time;
 Ask children if they know how fire fighters’ work look like; how doctor is helping people… (help to understand different roles of people in the community);

-Flash cards showing different occupations
(a nurse, a doctor , a policeman,…);;

-Practice sounds from the phonetic alphabet
(‘’d is for  a doctor’’,
‘’n is for a nurse’’)…;

-Do counting games;

-Tracing, writing activities;
	
-Display posters showing different professions;

-Investigate and classify the flours and textures of vegetables and fruit grown in the garden or bought in the local shop;

-Go for shopping with children; make with them shopping list; give them some directions to find something..;
(help children to create own maps from their outing);

-Make your own fizzy drink:
You will need: lemon, drinking glass, water,1 teaspoon of baking soda, some sugar or honey to make it sweet;
The mixture you create should taste like a lemonade;



[bookmark: _GoBack]
                                                           CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  Ocean, Sea and River.                                                                Wk.36  18/05/2015
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Sand and Water play
in the garden:
-use sea shells, pebbles, sea creatures and create small islands, surrounded by sea;
 -build some boats and ships out of bark or paper;
-you could make a sand play dough;

-Messy play (use grains, wooden sticks, twigs, spoons and containers for pouring and transferring);

-Relaxation time: listen to the sounds of nature- rain drops, sounds made by the sea and underwater creatures (dolphins, whales…);

-Exercises;

-Let’s pretend that you are a seal, a fish, a crab, a crocodile, a penguin…;

-Out door ( Beach Party);

-Cooking activities: make smoothies and ice cream out of yogurt and fresh fruit;
	
-Arts and Crafts:
Design your own funny face pebbles and ocean creatures (use natural and recyclable waste materials to decorate those); display children’s artwork in the reception or classroom;

-Use your imagination and create your sea creatures- drawing activity; use buttons to make their eyes, seashells, grains… 

-Make an underwater collage and seashells sculptures; display children’s artwork;

-Let’s have a fun:
Plan Pirates’ and Hawaiian Party;
let the children to wear pirates’ costumes and Hawaiian grass skirts;
-make a face painting;
-plan a  treasure hunt; draw a map and hide some treats;
-take  some photos and display those on the classroom wall;

	
-Story time; read books about sea creatures;

-Circle Time:
-talk about animals that live in the ocean, sea and river;
-sing songs about sea creatures and pirates;
- talk about safety on the water;

-Show children Montessori globe with land forms and oceans;

-Ask children if they have heard about ‘’real’’ pirates…? Start discussion and read few stories;

-Practice the sounds from the phonetic alphabet:
 ‘’f – is for a fish’’…

-Counting activities:
Count dolphins, octopuses, sharks, crabs, frogs…;

-Use flash cards and practice the names of sea creatures ;


	
-Display some photos and pictures – showing the sea life creatures and pirates;
 
-Leave some National Geographic magazines at the Nature and Exploration Corner;

-Make a pirate map and go for treasure chest hunt; Let them to draw their own maps;

 -Display pictures with boats and ships; let the children to design their own pirates boats;




                                                           CURRICULUM PLANNER  2015
Weekly themes:  Camping week / Indians.                                                            Wk.37   25/05/2015
	
Well - Being

	
Identity and Belonging
	
Communicating
	
Exploring and Thinking

	
-Sand and Water play
in the garden;

-Play dough/ Messy play (use natural items and animals); try to make Indians’ village;

-Listen to the sounds of  the nature and try to recognize them; find matching cards;

-Exercises;

-Out door;

-Cooking activities-Baked apples and ice cream:
Ingredients:
1 apple(cored),
2 tbsp. raisins,
½ c. light vanilla ice cream,
pinch of cinnamon;
-Take a cored apple and cut it in half.Sprinkle raisins over the apple.Place on a baking sheet and bake it in the oven for 15 minutes at 350°F (176°C).Remove the sheet from the oven and put a pinch of cinnamon over each apple half. Place the ice cream over the apple halves.
	
-Let’s have a picnic; 
go to the park and eat with the children their snack/sandwiches;
-use tents and blankets;
-plan some activities such as playing games, 
observing the nature, and drawing; 
-take some photos and display them in the classroom; 

-Arts and Crafts:
Design your Indian hat
(use feathers) and use it during role play;

-Let’s make an Indian tent out of fabrics, bamboo sticks; decorate it with recyclable waste materials; it will be perfect for play time; 
Show children photos with Wigwam Homes and Tepees;


 

	
-Story time: stories from North America and drama play;

-Circle Time:
-talk about camping and Indians;
-start discussion:
-What is it camping?
-What do you do when camping?
-What do you bring with you when you go camping?

-You could check/teach some basic words in Native American Language;
 
-Sing songs about Indians;

-Tracing and writing activities;

-Counting games (finger games and nursery rhymes involving counting);

-Writing on the blackboard; 

	
-Display some photos and pictures of South American Indians; 

-Share some  facts about life of Native American Indians – such as their clothing, Indian food, homes…

-Science experiment- melting chocolate: 
-you will need small chocolate pieces of the same size;
-check how long it takes for the chocolate to melt in the microwave or even in your hand, or mouth?
You can also reverse this process by putting the melted chocolate into a fridge or freezer; it will go from a liquid back to a solid. 

 



http://www.native-languages.org

